GENERAL BIOGRAPHY

A lifetime-native to the Poconos, Jim Shoopack was born in Pocono Medical Center (when it was still called “General Hospital of Monroe County”) in East Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania; and raised in Stroudsburg, PA.

Jim attended the Stroudsburg Area School District from Kindergarten – 12th Grade, attending Ramsey Elementary, Stroudsburg Middle School, and Stroudsburg High School.  He graduated in the top 20% of his graduating class of 227 in June of 1992.

Shoopack didn’t stray far to attend college, earning a “Board of Governors” Scholarship to study at East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania, beginning in September of 1992.  Jim graduated with Cum Laude honors, a 3.47 GPA and a B.A. in Communication Studies (concentration in Spanish) in December of 1996.

Following his graduation from ESU, in January of 1997, Shoopack accepted an operations/administrative position at his parish of St. Luke’s Catholic Church in Stroudsburg.  From there, he worked is way up to Assistant Youth Minister in November of the same year.
It was during his time at St. Luke’s where Shoopack’s “passion for mission trips” was born and nurtured.  Beginning in 2001 and continuing every year since, Shoopack has traveled with parishioners of St. Luke’s on week-long mission trip to a Central America country to pray, walk with and learn more about the ply of the poor.  In 2001, Shoopack went with “Food for the Poor” to numerous cities in the Central American nation of Nicaragua.  He has since traveled to El Salvador and Honduras with the organization “Christian Foundation for Children and Aging.”  

Jim has also been involved in domestic “mission trips,” beginning in July of 2001, when he traveled to Dunlow, West Virginia to work with “Wayne County Work Camp,” similar to Habitat for Humanity.  Located in the Appalachian region of West Virginia, Dunlow is a very small, impoverished town, located approximately one hour and thirty minutes south of Huntington.  There, Shoopack painted and fixed-up homes in need of repair with other parishioners of St. Luke’s Church.

In January 2002, Shoopack re-entered East Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania to pursue a Masters of Education in Sport Management.  Jim graduated in December 2003 with a perfect 4.0 GPA.  In the process, he served a two-week internship with CONCACAF, the governing body of soccer in this region (North America, Central America and the Caribbean) at Gold Cup 2003.  He worked with Steve Torres, CONCACAF Press Officer, at the Foxboro, MA venue.

In the process of pursuing his M. Ed., Shoopack also served as the Graduate Assistant at United Campus Ministry (as a Frederick Douglass Scholarship recipient) at ESU.  At UCM, Jim worked with current Campus Minister, Joan Fabian, and numerous undergraduate students of a variety of religious backgrounds.  While at United Campus Ministry, he continued his mission work, accompanying Joan and several of his UCM classmates in March of 2003 on an “alternative spring break trip” to Agua Prieta, Mexico, a border town and sister city of Douglas, Arizona.    

Shoopack is currently employed at St. Luke’s in Stroudsburg, but is in a transitional period of his life.  Jim is looking for positions in either of his fields of Sport Management, Communication Studies or Spanish.  He has a wealth of experience working with diverse populations and in the roles of Community Relations, Public/Media Relations, Customer Service and much more.  

Jim, who is fluent in both Spanish and French, currently resides in Stroudsburg.  Some of his hobbies include mission trips, teaching others about his domestic and international mission experiences, distance-running for causes, learning about different cultures and both domestic and international travel.  Spending quality time with his family and friends is also high on his list of things he enjoys doing.  He notes soccer as his favorite sport, although he is a fan of all sports.  

Shoopack hopes to run at least one marathon or half-marathon in each of the 50 states for causes such as raising awareness of mental health; removing the stigma of mental illness (in particular depression, which Jim personally faced), and raising awareness for organizations such as the Christian Foundation for Children and Aging, Care, One and DATA; all who work closely with the poor and less fortunate from around the world.

 
Finally, Jim is hopeful to serve as a motivational speaker for people, groups or organizations.  In particular he would like to speak with people or groups who have/are struggling with depression, epilepsy and/or asthma; all health challenges that Jim has had the opportunity to overcome.
